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We miss meeting in person, but along with our sister UCC congregations, we will continue to
provide our worship services online while waiting until it is safe to reopen.
In this issue:
• November-December Calendar
• Church Council Chair Report
• Christian Activism Around Climate Change
• Adopt-a-Family

November-December Calendar
Sunday, Nov. 1 … Daylight Saving Time ends
Tuesday, Nov. 3 … Election Day
Thursday, Nov. 26 … Thanksgiving Day
Sunday, Nov. 29 … First Sunday in Advent
Monday, Dec. 21 … First Day of Winter
Thursday, Dec. 24 … Christmas Eve
Friday, Dec. 25 … Christmas Day
Thursday, Dec. 31 … New Year’s Eve
Adopt-a-Family
This year we are going to tailor our Adopt-a-Family program to the unusual circumstances we
are all facing. Specifically, we are going to adopt one family – a local family with three children
and a great need for help – and provide things like Safeway cards, gift cards, and perhaps help
with utilities. If you would like to participate, please send checks made out to the Little Brown
Church of Sunol, with “Adopt-a-Family” in the memo line. Send to LBC, P.O. Box 124, Sunol
CA, 94586. Landy will tally up the donations and Pastor Mary will talk to the family about their
most urgent needs. LBC members have always been very generous and we will be able to help
one family that really needs us at a time when our usual routines have been turned upside-down.
News from The Little Brown Church Council Chairman
Greetings everyone,

With November upon us and year's end quickly approaching, now is the time to mention
stewardship and confidential pledges to Little Brown Church. With Covid-19 pandemic
restricting attendance to church and only allowing virtual services and sermons by email,
stewardship needs to be restated in general:
1) Show generosity in your family.
2) Show generosity in your neighborhood/work/school.
3) Show generosity in your community.
4) Show generosity in your church.
After several months of shutdown, Little Brown Church has seen a significant reduction in
weekly and monthly pledge donations. Our church budget is showing strain. So, to all who read
this newsletter, we respectfully request that everyone rededicate themselves to supporting Little
Brown Church with a regular offering. Your support is much appreciated.
We continue to look forward to the time we open our doors for indoor services on a weekly
basis. The church council met October 28. Based on Alameda County guidance we will
reevaluate in late November or early December when to reopen our doors for indoor attendance,
with the desire to hopefully open in January 2021.
Blessings to all,
Allen Cook

Christian Activism Around Climate Change
Bay Area UCC congregations are joining with others to examine and take action on the
issue of climate change. UCC minister Jim Antal’s book Climate Church, Climate World serves
as a guide to discussion and then action. Barbara Egbert is participating in discussions with
members of our sister congregations, including Niles Discovery.
Antal demonstrates that climate change is the 21st century equivalent to the great social
movements Christians have led, including the abolition of slavery, the civil rights movement in
the United States, the end of apartheid in South Africa, and ordination of women and of LGBT
ministers. There are many ways for churches, discussion groups, and individuals to meet the
challenge of climate change, from lifestyle alterations to civil disobedience. The primary
principle is our love and appreciation for God’s creation and our willingness to protect it.
We’ll present opportunities for contemplation and action as the discussions proceed. You
can order Climate Change, Climate World: How People of Faith Must Work for Change
(Rowman & Littlefield, 2018) if you want to read up on the issues and the solutions.
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